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been made for these considerations, the excuse is
hardly sufficient to explain why nearly six months
were permitted to elapse before publication of a
definite procedure.1
But the lucidity and common sense of the provisions
of the proclamation of the 23rd January 1915 were
rightly applauded. The document was written for
the general public, and admirably fulfilled that aim.
Controllers would be appointed to supervise the
business of Egyptian branches of firms and companies
situated in enemy territory. Of little less importance
was the control of the properties of individuals residing
in such territory. Here receivers took charge of the
interests of the respective owners. Among the first
estates to be administered under this arrangement
were those of His Highness the Khedive and various
members of his family : princes who at the outbreak
of war had not returned to Egypt. While the proce-
dure stated in the proclamation worked smoothly and
equitably, experience soon showed that some of the
provisions required amendment. It was doubtful, for
example, whether hasty and compulsory liquidation
of every enemy or suspected enemy firm in Egypt
could be in the best interests of the Allies. There
No. I forbids entering into any contract with an enemy Government
or its agents. No. 2 forbids undertaking insurance for losses suffered by
the enemy in consequence of war ; and No. 3 forbids any description
of business transaction (£ aucune personne residant ou de passage en
Egypte ne pourra conclure de nouveau contrat, ou obligation de nature
commerciale, financiere, ou autre, avec une personne, ou au profit
d'une personne, residant ou de passage dans le pays ci-dessus vise').
1 The Egyptian Government appeared to favour the plan of dealing
piecemeal with cases, according to their urgency. Thus, on the
26th October 1914, the Council of Ministers gave their opinion upon
a number of obscure points which had arisen in connexion with in-
surance business. Again, a belated announcement (dated 2/th January
1915) in the Official Journal notified the public that a Controller
from the I5th November 1914 had been in charge of the Egyptian
Branch of the Deutsche Orient-Bank.

